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no God but God and Mahomed is His Prophet?   Ours is not an
exclusive religion, but it is essentially inclusive.3*
I told them- that the solution was not quite so simple as they
put it. The formula they suggested might be good enough for the
cultured few, but it Would prove ineffective for the man in the
street. For the Hindus cow-protection and the playing of music
even near the mosque Was the substance of Hinduism, and for the
Mussalmans cow-killing and prohibition of music was the substance
of Islam. It was, therefore, necessary that the Hindus abandon the
idea of compelling Mussalmans to stop cow-killing, and Mussal-
mans the idea of compelling the Hindus to stop music. The regu-
lation of cow-slaughter and playing of music must be left to the
goodwill of the respective communities. Each practice would as-
sume a becoming proportion with the growth of the tolerant spirit.
But I do not propose to elaborate here this ticklish question.
I wish to examine the attractive formula presented by the
Mussalman friends and state what is at least acceptable to me;
and as my instinct is wholly Hindu, I know that what I am about
to say will be acceptable to the vast mass of Hindus.
In fact it is the average Mussalman who will not accept the
divinity of the Vedas and the other Hindu scriptures, or Krishna
or Rama as prophets or incarnations of the Deity. With the Hindu
it is a new-fangled notion to revile the Koran and the Prophet. I
have known the Prophet spoken of with reverence in Hindu circles.
There are even Hindu songs paying tribute to Islam.
Take the first half of the formula. God is certainly One. He
has no second. He is unfathomable, unknowable and unknown to
the vast majority of mankind. He is everywhere. He sees without
eyes, and hears without ears. He is formless and indivisible. He
is uncreated, has no father, mother or child; and yet He allows
Himself to be worshipped as father, mother, jvife and child. He
allows himself even to be worshipped as stock and stone, although
He is none of these things. He is the most elusive. He is the
nearest to us if we would but know the fact. But He is farthest
from us when we do not want to realize His omnipresence. There
are many gods in the Vedas. Other scriptures call them angels.
But the Vedas sing of only one God.
I have no hesitation in regarding the Koran as revealed, as I
have none in regarding the Bible, the Zend^Avesta, the Granth
Saheb and any other clean scriptures as revealed. Revelation is
the exclusive property of no nation, no tribe. If I know Hinduism
at all, it Is essentially inclusive and ever-growing, ever-responsive.
It gives the freest scope to imagination, speculation and reason.